December 14, 2014 – Third Sunday of Advent
\

Stewardship is a way of life.
Tithing is God’s Plan for Giving:
Tithing Income: Dec 07, 2014:
Regular:
Loose:
Children’s Offering:
Coffee and Donuts
ONLINE GIVING:
All Souls
All Saints
Tithing Income TOTAL For
December 07, 2014:
Tithing Income: December 07, 2013

$ 6,775.00
$ 1,289.00
$
3.00
$
28.00
$ 1,825.00
$ 200.00
$ 160.00
$ 10,248.00
$ 7,208.00

Mass Attendance:
Weekend of December 07, 2014 - 531
Weekend of December 08, 2013 - 514
Next Week’s Tithe:
St. John Paul II National Shrine
The Redemptorists
This Week’s Tithe:
Retirement Fund for Religious
Tithe Week of 12/07/2014
Life Outreach International
March for Life DC Trip

$ 600.00
$ 425.00

Pastor’s Comments: The pastor’s column and its
future sequel inspire us to examine our consciences as
a parish. I will say that we have a good foundation as
disciples with our stewardship theme and the giving of
time, talent and treasure. We want to keep working
those themes. Meanwhile, a poignant question in this
season that commercially and socially can tend to be,
gimme, gimme, gimme, shop ‘til you drop: Am I
primarily a consumer or a contributor (disciple)?
My Good Deed for the Week:
Here’s what one of our young people offered as his
tithe, in addition to their financial gift:
th

We had a 4 Grader this week who was very helpful to
his mom and dad by helping cook and decorate the
house for Christmas. We had a 5th Grader who is
working on listening and doing what he is told.

Great Job Kids!

PASTOR’S COLUMN
CONSUMERS OR DISCIPLES?
The above question was posed by a Timonium,
Md., parish about itself several years ago. The parish’s
leaders asked, which type of member are we growing
among the people? They decided they were producing
the former. They decided to aim for the latter. The

story is told in the book Rebuilt by Fr. Michael
White, the parish pastor, and by his lay
pastoral associate, Tom Corcoran.
Fr. White spoke to the Harrisburg diocesan
priests at Hunt Valley, Md., last October. Both his book
and his remarks are fascinating.
Nothing really prepared him for running a parish,
he says. He studied in Rome for six years and after
ordination was personal secretary to Cardinal William
Keeler, archbishop of Baltimore; both prestigious
assignments by most standards but perhaps short on
practical, pastoral application. As the years went on, he
eventually found himself assigned to the Church of the
Nativity, Timonium, Md., as pastor, in the late 1990s.
He admits that he did not want the assignment
and thought he would be there for only a few years.
Everyone at the parish agreed that the music was terrible
(“Not just terrible but ’please make it stop,’ type of
terrible”) but it went on for years like that, because of
entrenched music program members. The
congregational atmosphere was not welcoming to visitors
or newcomers. Pastor and staff worked themselves to
the bone, trying to keep things together.
A big feature of the parish was a free Friday
Lenten dinner that drew a big crowd. Again, Fr. White
and some parishioners worked very hard at this. His
wake-up call came when a woman complained to him
about the food. “That would be the free food,” he
reminded us at Hunt Valley. Someone else approached
him agreeing with the complainer.
That’s when he realized that “we fell into the
consumer mentality.” He referred to a passage from the
book Through the Looking Glass, by Lewis Carroll about
the evil queen making people run frantically with no
direction (The Red Queen’s Race).
“The more we provided the more we had to run
to stay in the same place,” he said. “We were running an
absurd race for an insatiable queen and we were
creating consumers in which nothing is changed after as
before. They remained consumers.”
He said that the parish had plenty of programs
but that Jesus gave us our marching orders in Matthew
28, saying “All authority has been given to me. He said
go and make disciples. He didn’t say go and have bingo
or middle school lock-ins.”
What is a disciple? He said that “a disciple is
one who loves God and loves others as themselves. And
as a church we want to help people with this, beginning
with the Mass.”
He and parish leaders decided to get direction
from an unlikely source: The Protestants. He went to the
famous Saddleback Church in Georgia, home to pastor
Rick Warren (a recent speaker at a Rome Vatican
conference on the family), who, some years ago, wrote
the runaway best seller The Purpose Driven Life. “Our
journey humbled us to learn from others,” he said.
Stay tuned. I’ll write a second installment after
the New Year, based on my reading of Fr. White’s book.
Fr. Bill

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December
Sunday: 12/14/14:
Mass/7:30 & 11am/Church
NO CCD
Children’s Choir Practice/4pm/Choir Loft
H.S.Youth Christmas Pty/6pm/Church Basement
Monday: 12/15/14:
Mass/7am/Church
Tuesday: 12/16/14:
Mass/7am/Church
Wednesday: 12/17/14:
Confessions/6:30pm/Church
Mass/7pm/Church
Thursday: 12/18/14:
Mass/9am/Church
Cursillo Ultreya/5:30pm/Parzanese Home
Friday: 12/19/14:
Mass/7am/Church
SHS Christmas Spectacular! 10 am & 7pm -Church
Saturday: 12/20/14
Confessions/3:00pm/Church
Mass/4pm/Church
Sunday: 12/21/14:
Mass/7:30 & 11am/Church
NO CCD
Children’s Choir Practice/4pm/Choir Loft
Monday: 12/22/14:
Mass/7am/Church
Parish Council Mtg/7pm/Church
Adult Choir Practice/7pm/Church
Tuesday: 12/23/14:
Mass/7am/Church
SHS EARLY DISMISSAL/11:30 am (closed till Jan 5th, 2015)
Wednesday: 12/24/14: Christmas Eve
PARISH OFFICE CLOSING EARLY/12noon
Christmas Eve Children’s Mass/4:00pm/Church
Christmas Eve Carols/9:00 pm/ Church
Christmas Eve Mass/10:00 pm/Church
Thursday: 12/25/14: Christmas Day!
Christmas Day Mass/10am/Church
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
Friday: 12/26/14:
Mass/7am/Church
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
Saturday: 12/27/14:
Confessions/3:00pm/Church
Mass/4pm/Church

LITURGICAL NOTES:
And Weekly Readings

Sunday, December 14 3rd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11;Luke 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54;
1Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28

7:30 AM People of the Parish
11:00 AM Michael DelVecchio
Monday, December 15
Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17; Psalm 25:4-9; Matthew 21:23-27

7:00 AM Kathleen Smith

Tuesday, December 16
Zphaniah 3:1-2,9-13; Psalm 34:2-3,6-7, 17-19, & 23;
Matthew 21:28-32

7:00 AM Pietro Aiello
Wednesday, December 17
Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Psalm 72:1-4, 7-8, &17;
Matthew 1:1-17

7:00 PM Kathy Morgan
Thursday, December 18
Jeremiah 23:5-8; Psalm 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;
Matthew 1:18-25

9:00 AM Richard Calkins
Friday, December 19
Judges 13:2-7, 24-25; Psalm 71:3-4,5-6, 16-17; Luke 1:5-25

7:00 AM Michael DelVecchio
Saturday, December 20
Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 24:1-6; Luke 1:26-38

4:00 PM For the Intentions of the Zannino Family
Sunday, December 21
Isiah 61:1-2,10-11; Luke 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54;
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8,19-28

7:30 AM Sarah Stoicheff
11:00 AM Doris Becker
Van Transportation to Mass: The following is the
Van schedule:
Dec 14 - Mel Reed
Dec 21 - Russell Krug
Dec 28 - Dave Kaniecki
Memorialize Sanctuary Candles: The following
dates are available: Cost is $20. Call the office to
make arrangements.

The Sanctuary Lamp is in:
In Loving Memory of:

Rocco J. Soccio
With Love from Wife and Brother
Memorialize Flowers: If you would like to
memorialize flowers at the altar or ambo (pulpit)
please call the parish office to schedule. During the
Advent Season please coordinate the flowers with
the colors of purple. The following dates are
available: January 18, 2015

The Altar Flowers This Week are in:
In Memory of:

Michael DelVecchio
With Love from his Wife and Daughter

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
2014 Time and Talent Campaign Results!
The Ministry cards the parish filled out November
15th & 16th have been processed and here are the
results:

Mass attendance: for the weekend
11/16/14: 421
Adult Survey cards: submitted: 263

of

That is only 63% of Mass attendees filled out a
Ministry card. Our Parish Goal was 100%
Of the parishioners who filled out a Ministry card 218
(83%) have volunteered to participate in one of our
46 Parish Ministries. The Average number of
ministries per volunteer is 2.
I am currently in the process of sharing this
information with our Ministry leaders so they can in
turn contact all new members. This process should
take several more weeks. Any NEW Members,
THANK YOU for your patience and understanding
with this processing delay.
Dave Kaniecki,
Stewardship Committee Chair
Adult Bible Study Will RETURN:
Tuesday, January 13, 2015
Where:
Parish
office
Basement, at 7pm-8:00pm
every Tuesday following. The
session will begin with 1 Kings
1:1 -2:12 – Solomon
All are welcome
Support
religious
communities.
“Your
generous contribution helps
us to care for our retired
sisters and enables our
younger sisters to continue
in active ministry,” writes a
religious sister. Your gift to
today’s collection for the Retirement Fund for
Religious provides vital support for the retirement
needs of senior sisters, brothers, and religious
order priests. It also helps ensure that younger
members can continue the good works of their
elders!

Advent, a time of waiting.
Don't count the days - make
the days count! This is very
good advice for us with the
Advent season of preparation.
It's about preparing "spiritually" for the coming of

the Savior of the world - the greatest gift given to
us. Yes, it's nice to share gifts at Christmas, but
somehow we have gotten out of balance. I think it's
called materialism. Let's get back to the simple
ways of gift-giving...a smile, a happy word to each
other, a visit to the sick. The works of mercy are a
good choice. Look them up in the Catechism and
see if they can come alive during Advent. I have
nothing against Santa Claus - remember, my name
is "Virginia." May your Advent days be special for
you this year. Make the days count. Come, Lord
Jesus, come.

A Special day–long retreat for Sacred Heart and St.
Jude parishioners Grades 7-12 will be held
Saturday, March 14th, 2015 at St. Jude Church,
Mifflintown. The Retreat will be given by about 12
young
adult
members
of
the
National
Evangelization Teams or NET MINISTRIES, who do
this work around the United States, all year long.
Please sign up in the vestibule if interested. We
will also need host families to house team
members that Friday and Saturday nights. Signup sheets for host families will also be available
in the vestibule.

COURTESY ANNOUNCEMENTS
SIGN-UP FOR MARCH FOR
LIFE & YOUTH RALLY &
MASS: The March for Life is on
Thursday, January 22, 2015.
We have 4 places left for this
trip. Our group will also be
attending the Youth Rally & Mass at the Comcast
Center before the March. The cost of the trip is
estimated at between $15 and $20 per person. Any
interested youth or adult should register by signing
up on the sheet available in the social hall or by
emailing Karen Thome, kkthome@centurylink.net.
A $10 per person, non-refundable
deposit is due by December 27, 2014. Checks
should be made payable to St. Jude Youth Crew
#463 and placed in the box next to the sign-up
sheet in St. Jude social hall, or mailed to Karen
Thome, 1958 Mountain Road, Richfield, PA 17086.
Any questions, contact Karen Thome.

Statement on the Official Announcement of
Pope Francis to Attend the World Meeting of
Families in Philadelphia, 2015 “Today’s news
confirming our fervent hope that our Holy Father
would come to Pennsylvania next year brings me
great joy. I am confident that the visit of Pope
Francis to Philadelphia for the World Meeting of
Families in September 2015 will be an uplifting
and grace-filled experience for all,” commented
Bishop Ronald W. Gainer, Bishop of Harrisburg.
The visit of a Pope is a very positive and unifying
event for all people of faith. The popularity of
Pope Francis for Catholics and non-Catholic alike
will bring a tremendous energy to the World
Meeting of Families next year. Bishop Gainer also
commented, “I strongly encourage Catholics in our
diocese and people of all faiths and good will to
consider attending the events that call together
people from all over the world in faithful
celebration of the family—the sanctuary of love
and life.” The World Meeting of Families will take
place at the Pennsylvania Convention Center in
Philadelphia from Tuesday-Friday, September 22-

25, 2015. It is an international event of prayer,
teaching, and celebration that draws participants
from around the globe. It seeks to strengthen the
bonds between families and to witness to the
crucial importance of marriage and the family to all
of society. Information about it can be found at
www.worldmeeting2015.org The Diocese of
Harrisburg is in the early stages of planning
busses to transport people to the Papal Mass on
Sunday, September 27, 2015. They would leave
from a variety of parish locations throughout the
15 counties of the diocese. Information about
that will be distributed to the parishes in the
spring of 2015. Registration is now open for the
World Meeting of Families Congress in
Philadelphia on September 22-27, 2015. The
agenda for the Congress includes an adult track
and a youth track. Child care will be available. For
more information and to register, go to
worldmeeting2015.org.

School office hours are Monday - Friday
7:30am to 3:30pm

Sacred Heart School News
Upcoming Events!
The Annual Christmas Play,
December 19th 10 am and 7 pm in the
Church
Sacred Heart School News
We recently sent out Annual Fund letters asking
friends of Sacred Heart School for donations to help
keep tuition as low as possible. We are very
grateful to have so many alumni and friends who
want to help! We ask parishioners to help spread
the good word about Sacred Heart with the hope
that more students enroll. It is a wonderful school
with some of the best students around. We thank
you all for your continued support!
The annual Christmas play will be held December
19, with showings at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. in
the church.
We wish you the holiest and
happiest Advent and Christmas season. May
they be filled with joy and love of family and
friends and may God’s blessing be with you in
the New Year.

Save the Date
Sacred Heart School Gala: A
Night on the Red Carpet
Saturday, February 14, 2015
Lewistown Rec Park Community
Center 5:00P.M. -11:00 P.M.
$50 per ticket; **Purchase a table
of 8 and receive a complimentary bottle of wine
and wine glasses. **This year all seats will be
reserved. So even if you can't get a table of 8 you
and your friends will be able to sit together
without a worry. When purchasing tickets please
let us know who you would like to be seated with.

