February 14, 2016 – The First Sunday of Lent
\

Stewardship is a way of life.
Tithing is God’s Plan for Giving:
Tithing Income: Feb 07, 2016:
Regular:
Loose:
Children’s Offering:
ONLINE GIVING:
Tithing Income TOTAL For
Feb 07, 2016:
Tithing Income: Feb. 08, 2015

$ 6,373.00
$ 899.26
$ -0$ 2,255.00
$ 9,527.26
$ 7,688.22

Mass Attendance:
Weekend of February 07, 2016 - 415
Weekend of February 08, 2015 - 444

Pastor’s tithing comments: The Lenten Appeal
approaches. What a wonderful opportunity for
stewardship. This could come under your second five
per cent. Remember? Suggested division is 4 per cent
to the parish (because that is your primary spiritual
sustenance), 4 per cent to other charities, 2 per cent to
Lenten Appeal. But it’s your call. Divide it up any way
you want. Enjoy the blessings.

Something to ponder…
“Never measure your generosity by what you give, but
rather by what you have left.”
Ven. Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen

Pastors column:
HAPPY SAINT VALENTINE’S DAY
Years ago a friendly parishioner said to me – and she
meant well - “Father, I’m worried that you are going to be
labeled as the chastity priest.”
Of course, that wouldn’t be such a bad thing, but she
thought it was. I had been beating the drum a lot from
the pulpit and in the classroom against cohabitation and
she saw me as hurting myself and my ministry by being
a sort of one-note Johnny.
Fair enough. There is more to the Christian gospel
that simply sexual morality, granted (Pope Francis has
been saying this). At the same time, one must speak out
on the prominent issues of the day and this is a big one.
Saint Valentine’s Day is associated with romantic
th
th
love and some years I gear my annual 7 and 8 grade
CCD (Sunday School) chastity talks (yes, I do give
them), around this feast day. St. Valentine himself is
almost mythological; we know little about this early
martyr (and there may even be a couple of different
Valentines), or how he became associated with erotic,
romantic love (one theory I read said that, in England,
people noticed that some birds mate around the time of
his feast day). But we’re stuck with the connection in the
popular mind, and that works just fine.

Chastity is the virtue of regulating the sexual powers
and feelings according to right reason, within the moral
law.
In traditional Judeo-Christianity it means no
deliberate sexual activity outside marriage and that is a
stretch for people today (although it didn’t seem so
outlandish before the 1960s).
For single people that means total sexual abstinence
but a married couple enjoys the virtue of chastity when
the partners are having sex only with one another and
no one else. That’s marital chastity (which is violated, by
the way, with artificial contraception).
If this seems a stretch now, remember two things:
First, this was common sense up until the 1960s-‘70s
and chastity rates were higher back then. Second,
imagine if everyone woke up tomorrow and said: I’m
going to have sex only with my marriage partner and if
I’m single, I will have sex with no one until I marry.
Think of all the social problems that would clear up
or radically reduce themselves almost right away: STDs,
single parenthood, teen pregnancy, adultery, abortion.
Divorces and remarriages would reduce dramatically.
You could list more.
This is what God wants for us, peace and happiness
in our lives. But we have to apply ourselves to it, work at
it; it doesn’t happen automatically. I say that the
marriage vows are not a toggle switch that suddenly
switch off years of indulgent vice. OK, now I’m married;
now I’ll be a good boy, good girl. Bad habits are hard
(but not impossible) to break. The single years are the
time for building habits of virtue, including chastity, that
last into adulthood and eventual marriage.
Forgiveness is readily available for any sins in this
area. God is always ready to forgive. Any mortal sin
(and sexual intercourse outside marriage is mortal sin)
should be taken to the Sacrament of Penance
(confession), with the person then joyful over his or her
forgiveness and new start in Christ.
Speaking of which, Lenten Penance Services will be
Sunday, Feb. 28; 3 p.m., at Sacred Heart, and 7 p.m.,
St. Jude. Saint Valentine, pray for us! Fr. Bill

Congratulations Father John Bateman
My immediate predecessor has been honored by
appointment as assistant to Cardinal Edwin F. O’Brien,
Grand Master of the Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulcher of Jerusalem. In that capacity, Fr. Bateman
will be taking up residence in Rome in early March, also
pursuing further theological studies there. That
somewhat odd-sounding group is actually a Crusader
order, founded in 1099, now devoted to fund raising and
other support services for Catholic foundations
(orphanages, schools, etc.) in the Holy Land. For my
th
25 anniversary of ordination, I joined my seminary class
in a trip to Rome and we toured the order’s magnificent
headquarters, a large old palace on the Via della
Conciliazione, a block or so from St. Peter’s and the
Vatican. Cardinal O’Brien is former chaplain to the U.S.
Military Ordinariate and former archbishop of Baltimore.
God’s blessing on you in your new endeavors, Fr.
Bateman.

TEEN RETREAT
Our fantastic teen National Evangelization Team (NET)
retreat of last year will be repeated Saturday, April 10,
2016, 9:15 a.m. to 3 p.m. A visiting team of 20somethings from NET will come to town to lead the
retreat, living in host families for the duration. Please
sign up now in the vestibule if interested. Ask Fr. Weary
for more information. Retreat (NET)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February
Sunday: 02/14/16:
Mass/7:30 & 11am/Church
CCD/9am/Sacred Heart School
Fr. Michaels’ Going Away Party/After Mass/SHS
Cafeteria
Monday: 02/15/16:
Mass/7am/Church
Tuesday: 02/16/16:
Mass/7am/Church
SHS Open House(Kindergarten)/4p-7p/SHS
Wednesday: 02/17/16:
SACRED HEART LENTEN LUNCH/12n/SHS Cafeteria
Confessions/6:30pm/Church
Mass/7pm/Church
Adult Choir Rehearsal/7:35pm/Choir Loft
Thursday: 02/18/16:
SHS Children’s Mass/9am/Church
Liturgy Meeting/10:30am/Parish office
RCIA/7pm/Parish Office
Friday: 02/19/16:
Mass/7am/Church
Saturday: 02/20/16 Bishop Lenten Appeal Weekend:
Confessions/3pm/Church
Mass/4pm/Church
Sunday: 02/21/16 Bishop Lenten Appeal Weekend:
Mass/7:30 & 11am/Church
CCD/9am/Sacred Heart School
Monday: 02/22/16:
Mass/7am/Church
Parish Council Meeting/7pm/Parish Office
Tuesday: 02/23/16:
Mass/7am/Church
Finance Council Mtg/6pm/Rectory
Wednesday: 02/24/16:
LENTEN LUNCH/12n/1st Methodist Church
Confessions/6:30pm/Church
Mass/7pm/ Church
Adult Choir Rehearsal/7:35pm/Choir Loft
Thursday: 02/25/16:
SHS Mass/9am/Church
SHS Auction Mtg/6pm/SHS Cafeteria
RCIA/7pm/ Parish Office
Friday: 02/26/16:
Mass/7am/Church
Saturday: 02/27/16:
st
1 Penance/10am/St. Jude Thaddeus
Confessions/3pm/Church
Mass/4pm/Church

Sunday: 02/28/16:
Mass/7:30 & 11am/Church
CCD/9am/Sacred Heart School
Lenten Penance Service/3pm Sacred Heart
7pm St. Jude
Faith Bee/7pm/SH School Cafeteria

LITURGICAL NOTES:
And Weekly Readings
Sunday, February 14
Deuteronomy 26:4-10; Psalm 91:1-2,10-11,12-13,14-15;
Luke 4:1-13

7:30 AM People of the Parish
11:00 AM Marla Marshal
Monday, February 15
Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18; Psalm 19: 8,9 ,10,15;
Matthew 25:31-46

7:00 AM Raymond Showers
Tuesday, February 16
Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalm 34:4-5,6-7,16-17, 18-19;
Matthew 6:7-15

7:00 AM Ron Calerbank
Wednesday, February 17
Jonah 3:1-10; Psalm 51:3-4,12-13,18-19;Luke 11:29-32

7:00 PM Michael J. Porpotage
Thursday, February 18
Esther C:12,14-16,23-25; Psalm 138:1-3, 7-8;
Matthew 7:7-12

9:00 AM Louis F. Ianelli
Friday, February 19
Ezekiel 18:21:-28; Psalm 130:1-5, 7-8; Matthew 5:20-26

7:00 AM Elizabeth Berowski
Saturday, February 20
Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Psalm 119:1-2,4-5,7-8;
Matthew 5:43-48

4:00 PM Mary Zarkovich
Sunday, February 21
Genesis 15:5-12,17-18; Psalm 27:1,7-9, 13-14; Philippians
3:17-4:1; Luke 9:28-36

7:30 AM People of the Parish
11:00 AM Lewis McElheny
Van Transportation to Mass: The following is the
Van schedule:
Feb 14 - Russell Krug
Feb 21 - Dave Kaniecki
Feb 28 - Mel Reed
Memorialize Sanctuary Candles: The following
dates are available: Cost is $20. Call the office to
make arrangements. Dates Available: Feb 21,
March 6.

Sanctuary Lamp:
In loving Memory of
Frank Guerrini
With Love his Wife Marie & Family

Memorialize Flowers: If you would like to
memorialize flowers at the altar or ambo (pulpit)
please call the parish office to schedule. No
Flowers during Lent. The following dates are
available: April 17, 24,

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Lenten
Luncheons
Prayer services

new training sessions please see Fr. Bill or call the
parish office (717) 242-2781 to sign up. Dates of
Training will be as follows: Saturday’s from 8 am
to 10 am; March 12th at Sacred Heart, March 19th at
St. Jude. April 2nd at Sacred Heart, April 9th at St.
Jude.

Knights of Columbus

&

will be conducted at several Lewistown
churches through February & early
March, Each gathering begins at 12
noon with a short 15 minute prayer service and
preaching by the host pastor, followed by lunch and
dismissal by 1 pm all are welcome.
The schedule is as follows:
Feb 17 – Sacred Heart Church – at SHS
Cafeteria
Feb 24 - 1st Methodist Church, 3rd & Dorcas
March 2 – Lewistown Presbyterian, 3rd & Brown
March 9 - St. John’s Lutheran Church, 3rd &
Main St.
March 16 – Grace United Methodist, 101 Logan
St.

ST. Vincent de Paul needs help! They are looking for
donations for the small travel size toiletries such as
shampoo, toothpaste, shaving cream, deodorant, and
baby items, etc.…
th

Free Meal: Saturday, February 20 at 11:30 am

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
BEGINS...

Date: Classes begin Tuesday, March 1st
and every Tuesday thereafter
Time: 7:00 pm
Place: Sacred Heart Parish office
9 North Brown St.
Subject: Catholic Women in the Bible beginning
with Mary Magdalene, March and Mary Mother of
God, April.
ALL ARE WELCOME!
Sign up at the Parish Office; for any Questions
call Sue Parzanese, 242-2781

Altar
Server
Training…
ATTENTION all kids in grades
3, 4, 5, and up… we are having a

will be
having its Annual Fish Sandwich Sale
every Friday during Lent till March
18th. Sale begins on Ash Wednesday
(Feb. 10th) Sale is 3pm -6pm in the
Sacred Heart School Cafeteria and sandwiches
are $3.00 each.

Encountering a Person with Autism
Definition: The result of a neurological disorder
that affects the normal functioning of the brain and
impacts development in the areas of social
interaction and communication. You may hear
Autistic, Autism Spectrum Disorder, Asperger’s
Syndrome.
Autism
Asperger’s Syndrome
Limited Eye contact
Limited eye contact
Loud voice
Highly developed
language and vocabulary
Touching things
Repetitive conversation
Difficulty following directions Goes off topic easily
Sensitive to sounds, lights, smells, textures
Inability to see other’s point of view
Limited conversation
Can be curt or rude
Hand flapping, rocking or
Awkward mannerisms
repeated movements, tantrums
You can encourage eye contact, but don’t insist.
Speak in short phrases with a calm, quiet voice.
Repeat directions. Encourage participation. Do not
try to redirect a tantrum, but instead, keep the
person and others safe. Parishes can provide a
“Quiet Mass” with little or no music, short sermon,
low lighting. They may provide opportunities for
socialization and adapt or modify religious
education. Welcoming People With Disabilities
So All May Encounter Christ, A Guide for
Parishes, Diocese of Harrisburg- Tina Stryker,
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish Advocate for
Persons with Disabilities
Citizens Concerned with Human Life of
Mifflin/Juniata Counties
Due to illness our Pro Life Program is in a “stall
position”. We are obligated to do two programs per
year. Our Local Lewistown March for Life in
January and Life Chain in October. For the Souls of
those who participate in those killings, we barely
got by this past year. Your time to run the

program is about 6 hours per year. Materials and
program information, are supplied. We are
desperate to hear from any conscientious Catholic.
Please contact the office at Sacred Heart with
your Telephone and Email or contact Frank
Cunningham at Ph: 717-667-9334, or email:
fcunning@embarqmail.com; Blessed be God,
FRANK CUNNINGHAM

COURTESY ANNOUNCEMENTS
LENTEN FISH DINNERS:
St. Jude Knights’
Friday evening Lenten fish dinners will begin on
February 5 2016 and end March 18, 2015, from 47 P.M. in the church social hall. Please join us for a
delicious, all-you-can-eat meal that includes fried
and baked fish, popcorn shrimp, fried clams,
French fries, macaroni and cheese, stewed
tomatoes,
corn,
green
beans,
coleslaw,
applesauce, rolls, puddings, and a selection of
homemade desserts. Pay at the door: Adults $12.00; Ages 6-12 - $6.00; 5 & Underfree. Please come often and enjoy a great meal.

Saint Joseph’s Catholic Academy - Enrollment for
the 2016-2017 school year has been quite active so
far. However, Saint Joseph’s is still accepting
applications for each of the classes in grades 9 –
12.Families may choose the online ”Inquiry”
method to contact the Admissions Department, or
they
may
call
the
school
office (814-808-6118) to make an appointment,
schedule a tour, or simply discuss the options.
Please
also
visit our website: www.stjoeacad.org. Happy New
Year!
Discernment Retreat
February 19-21, 2016
Friday 6PM - Sunday 1PM
Villa Maria House of Studies
Immaculata, PA 19345
Young women (18-35) are invited to join us for this
retreat which focuses on the IHM Charism and the
importance of listening to God's call and
discovering the many ways that God speaks to
us. Time will be included for personal and
communal prayer as well as the opportunity to
interact with the sisters in Formation. (Contact:
ihmvoc@aol.com or 610-889-1553)

"SAVE THE DATE" - All women,

priests and
deacons of
the
Diocese are invited to attend 91st
Annual
Convention
of
the
Harrisburg Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women. It will be held
Monday, April 11, 2016 in the
Diocesan Center, Harrisburg, PA. The theme is
"Sowers of Hope: Opening Our Hearts ". More
details will be published in the coming weeks."

Auction Meeting
6pm on February 25th in the Cafeteria
Wendy Vogt is looking to get a
group of ladies together to make a
quilt for the auction. She is looking
for all quilters and sewers to help put
this together. She wants to get started as soon as
possible so please contact her if interested at
wvogt336@comcast.net or better yet contact her at
717-348-0931.
This year’s Sacred Heart
School
Benefit
Auction
Event is right around the
corner!
The
auction
committee has begun their
exciting search for new,
antique, collectable, or unique items to place up for
bid. If you feel that you have item(s) that you would
like to donate, please contact Ashley Henry at
717-348-4321 by March 1st.
This year’s Sacred Heart School Benefit
Auction will be held on Sunday, April 24, 2016
at the Mifflin County Youth Park. Please plan on
attending! It is sure to be a wonderful day filled
with family fun, food, and of course the chance to
bid on some wonderful items through both an oral
and silent auction. Make plans to come, spend the
day, while having fun and supporting a great
school, all at the same time! Full details of the day
and a complete list of auction items will be provided
closer to the date.

