March 11, 2018 Fourth Sunday of Lent
\

Stewardship is a Way of Life.
Tithing is God’s Plan for Giving:
Tithing Income for the week of March 4, 2018:
Regular:
$5,616.00
Loose
$ 409.00
ONLINE GIVING:
$2,957.50
Tithing income TOTAL for
March 4, 2018:
$8,982.50
Tithing Income March 5, 2017
$8,442.02
Tithe for the week of March 4, 2018:
Sacred Heart Angel Fund
$449.00
St. Vincent dePaul Society
$449.00
Bishop’s Annual Lenten Appeal
$16,010.00
Tithe for the week of March 11, 2018:
Diocesan Disaster Relief Fund
Tithe for the week of March 18, 2018:
St. Vincent dePaul Society
Catholic Relief Services (Envelope)
Tithe for the week of March 25, 2018:
Holy Family Radio
Palm Sunday:
San Alfonso Retreat House:

Love Made Visible
Bishop’s Annual Lenten Appeal
March 11, 2018
It is with deep gratitude from both Bishop Gainer and I for
your devotion to the Bishop’s Annual Lenten Appeal. To
date we have raised $38,400 toward our goal of $34,300.
Just as Jesus demonstrated His love for us in his
willingness to suffer, this Lent we have an opportunity to
continue His loving ministry through the sacrificial gift we
are willing to make. We must never tire of demonstrating
our love for the Lord by loving and helping our brothers
and sisters most in need. REMINDER: EVERY DOLLAR
THAT WE EXCEED OUR GOAL IS REFUNDED TO OUR
PARISH, UNRESTRICTED.

FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly
Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 11, 2018
“God who is rich in mercy, because of the great love he had
for us, even when we were dead in our transgressions,
brought us to life with Christ – by grace you have been
saved, raised us up with him and seated us with him…for by
grace you have been saved, and this is not from you it is the
gift of God.”
Perhaps a great difficulty for us, is to appreciate the need we had
for Jesus’ saving work. Because we have been redeemed by
Him, and experience His presence and love, we forget the great
need which existed for all time for a Savior. Maybe we should
change the words of St. Paul, and write ‘the great love He has
for us.’
We might place on a back burner, the effects of Super storm
Sandy, the earthquake in Mexico, the hurricanes of last fall, the
California wild fires, while the devastating effects are still being
felt. So too our sinfulness and need for redemption today.
Our Lenten practices call us to acknowledge our need today and
through prayer, good works, and the Sacrament of Reconciliation
and Eucharist, we are to move ourselves closer to the Lord.
Remember, it is God’s gift to us and we open our hearts today to
receive it. May we seek forgiveness and grace in the Sacrament
of Reconciliation, making it to confession before Easter.
First Reading: 2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23
The people of Judah practiced many abominations, even
polluting God’s temple in Jerusalem. They mocked the
messengers he sent among them, until he grew so angry he
delivered them to the King of the Chaldeans. Those who
weren’t killed were exiled and became servants for seventy
years. Cyrus, King of Persia, was ordered to build a temple to
God in Jerusalem, and he freed the servants as God
had inspired him to do.
Second Reading: Ephesians 2:4-10
Paul declares that God brought us to life in Jesus, though we
had been dead from our sins. He reminds us that it was not a
reward for our good service so no one should take credit.
Instead, we must remember that it was not our doing, but a sign
of God’s mercy and love for us.
Gospel: John 3:14-21
God so loved the world, he sent us his only Son so that all who
believed would have eternal life in him. The light came into the
world, but those who were wicked avoided it, for fear that their
evil deeds would be exposed. But those who believed were
unafraid of the light, where it would be clear that their deeds
were done in God.

Calendar of Events
Saturday 03/10/18
First Communion Retreat/9:00AM/Sacred Heart
First Communion Parents Mtg/11:30AM/Cafeteria
Confessions/3:30PM/Church
Mass/4:00PM/Church

Sunday 03/11/18
Mass/7:30AM/Church
CCD/9:00AM/School
Mass/11:00AM/Church
Monday 03/12/18
Mass/7:00AM/Church
Tuesday 03/13/18
Mass/7:00AM/Church
Adult Bible Study/7:00PM/Office
Wednesday 03/14/18
Lenten Lunch/12 Noon/Grace United Methodist
Confessions/6:30PM/Church
Mass/7:00PM/Church
Crucifixion Presentation//7:30PM/SHS Caf
No Choir Practice
Thursday 03/15/18
Mass/9:00AM/Church
Open House, Academic & Book Fair/5:30PM/SHS
RCIA/7:00PM/Office
Friday 03/16/18
Mass/7:00AM/Church
Early Dismissal/11:30AM/SHS
Stations of the Cross/7:00PM/Church
Saturday 03/17/18
Confessions/3:30PM/Church
Mass/4:00PM/Church
Sunday 03/18/18
Mass/7:30AM/Church
CCD/9:00AM/School
Mass/11:00AM/Church

Wisdom 2:1a, 12-22; Psalm 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 & 23; John
7:1-2, 10, 25-30

LITURGICAL NOTES:

Memorialize Flowers: If you would like to memorialize

And Weekly Readings
Saturday, March 10: Lenten Weekday
Hosea 6:1-6; Psalm 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab; Luke 18:9-14

4:00 PM Diane Hallinan from Del & Rose Guerrini
Sunday, March 11: Fourth Sunday of Lent
2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23; Psalm 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6;
Ephesians 2:4-10; John 3:14-21

7:30 AM People of the Parish
11:00 AM Margaret Gerhard from Brother Paul &
Dot Gerhard
Monday March 12: Lenten Weekday
Isaiah 65:17-21; Psalm 30:2 & 4, 5-6, 11-12a & 13b; John
4:43-54

7:00 AM Diane Hallinan from Denny & Dottie Peiffer
Tuesday, March 13: Lenten Weekday
Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12; Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; John 5:1-16

7:00 AM Mary R. Erskine from Robert Hackenberry
Wednesday, March 14: Lenten Wednesday
Isaiah 49:8-15; Psalm 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18; John 5:17-30

7:00 PM Diane Hallinan from the Michaels Family
Thursday March 15: Lenten Weekday
Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 106:19-20, 21-22, 23; John 5:31-47

9:00 AM Repose of the Soul of Andrew Fine from
Father Weary
Friday, March 16: Lenten Weekday

7:00 AM Betty Michaels from Del & Rose Guerrini
Saturday, March 17: Lenten Weekday
Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12; John 7:4053

4:00 PM Michael & Frances Del Vecchio from their
Family
Sunday, March 18: Fifth Sunday of Lent
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15; Hebrews
5:7-9; John 12:26

7:30 AM People of the Parish
11:00 AM Margaret Gerhard from Janie Krider
Attention Van Riders – We have decided to
discontinue the van transportation service due to lack of
participation. If in the future there would be an increased
need for van transportation, we will reconsider
implementing the service.

The Sanctuary Lamp
for the week of March 11th
burns in Memory of Tom Bell
From The Knights of Columbus 1338
Memorialize Sanctuary Candles: Cost is $20. Call
the office to make arrangements. The following dates are
available: March 25, April 15, 22 & 29

flowers at the altar or ambo (pulpit) please call the office
to schedule. The following dates are available: April 15

Large Votive Candle Donation Increase
The suggested donation for the large votive candles
has been increased from $2.50 to $3.00. This
donation increase is necessitated due to the
increased price for the inserts. We appreciate your
understanding.

Ministry Schedule: March 17 – March 18
Sat. 4:00 PM
Lector: Jim Heroux Cantor: Cathy Stout
Greeter: Alan Specht, Frank Vasquez
EMHC: Kathie Tice, Anne Marie Showers, Christina
Stryker
Altar Server: Tristen Kline, Trevor Stout
Sun. 7:30 AM
Lector: Dan Palopoli Cantor: Not Filled
Greeter: Ellen Meyer, Sue Reinke
EMHC: Gary & Nancy Sanges, Bill Napikoski
Altar Server: David & Reina Cirota, Emma Sheetz
Sun. 11:00 AM
Lector: Judy Seiber
Cantor: Mary Smith

Greeter: Christine Fultz, Judith Stroup
EMHC: Greg DeVecchis, Martin Smith, Wendy Vogt
Altar Server: Bryson Bubb, Isaiah Mitchell, Adeline
Wilburne
The Anniversary of our Diocese – Part 1
by Father Edward Quinlan
This year we will observe the 150th anniversary of
the founding of the Diocese of Harrisburg. It is a
good time to ask how we got here. In one sense the
story always begins with Jesus’ call of the Apostles
and the founding of the Church. But what about the
Church in our country?
The first parish in what will later become the United
States is founded in the city of St. Augustine in
Florida. With the arrival of Spanish settlers and
accompanying priests, Mass is offered and a church
built. Both the city and the church are named for the
saint on whose feast day the voyagers first sighted
land a little further down the Florida coast. The first
Mass will be celebrated with land fall there on Sept.
8, 1565, the birthday of Mary.
In the original 13 colonies the story is different.
Many early settlements were created by different
Protestant groups fleeing persecution in England and
Europe. The most familiar were the Pilgrims who
settled in Massachusetts.
Unfortunately, while
seeking religious freedom for themselves they were
not often prepared to extend it to others. Catholics
were decidedly not welcome in these
settlements, and the presence of the
Catholic
Church
was formally
forbidden by English law.
The
exceptions to this were in Maryland,
the colony founded by the Calvert
family, who were devout Catholics and other places
Catholics were welcome was in our own state of
Pennsylvania. William Penn and the Quakers who
established our state were very respectful and
tolerated other faiths.
In 1720 a Jesuit priest was sent to Maryland for
Catholics in the central colonies. Eventually he will
move to Philadelphia in order to establish missions
for Catholic families in Pennsylvania and beyond. He
will build what is affectionately called “Old St.
Josephs” near Independence Hall in 1733. This is
the first public Catholic church in the colonies and
remains in operation today. A few years later he will
request the assistance of German speaking Jesuits
to help with the significant German Catholic
population in the state. St. Mary’s Church in
Lancaster and Sacred Heart Church in Conewago,
both started as mission chapels, also date to the mid
1700’s and will serve as bases for the wide ranging
missions extending throughout central and western
Pennsylvania.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank You Funeral Choir Members
Our Saint Theresa shrine has received a much
needed restoration. Decades of yellow and brown
residue from candles has been removed by a
professional restoration company. Funds for this
project were donated by the Funeral Choir.
Anniversary Year Prayer Cards
Commemorative prayer cards marking
the occasion of the Diocese of
Harrisburg’s 150th anniversary are now
available in the Narthex. Pick yours up today.
Catholic Faith Bee
On March 4th, 7th and 8th grade students participated
in the Catholic Faith Bee. Gunnar
Wagner, 7th grader, earned the highest
score.
Second highest score was
rewarded to 8th grader Melissa
McDorman. Congratulations and job well done
Gunnar and Melissa!
The Crucifixion
Dr. Jose Acosta, MD, will give a presentation on the
medical aspects of our Lord’s
crucifixion
at
7:30
PM this
Wednesday, March 14th in the
Sacred Heart school cafeteria. As a
Lenten exercise, come and hear, from
a scientific standpoint exactly what our Lord went
through for the salvation of the world.

Just Who is St. Vincent?
St. Vincent dePaul was a French Roman
Catholic priest who dedicated himself to
serving the poor. He is venerated as a
saint in the Catholic Church and the
Anglican Communion.
He was
canonized in 1737. We here at Sacred
Heart started our St. Vincent dePaul chapter in 1999
with a few hundred dollars and the desire to help our
parishioners and community members in the same
way that St. Vincent taught us “Extend mercy toward
others, so that there can be no one in need whom
you meet without helping”. What an awesome and
monumental task to undertake. Yes, it was a difficult
and limited charity at the beginning, however, thanks
to our determined, focused and driven volunteer
Board of Directors, at present we help more than 500
people each year. Nine months out of the year we
serve a monthly free community meal. We also
serve parishioner and community members on a one
to one basis two days a week with food, gas, some
electric bills, and other personal care items like

diapers, shampoo, deodorant, soap, toothpaste and
toothbrushes. We continue to provide over 80
Christmas food baskets during the holidays and for
the past 4 years we have moved a family from the
shelter into their own place…all with donations, tithes
and most recently a grant. We work with other
churches and human service agencies to help meet
needs in the best way without duplicating efforts! So
please be Vincentians and make a
donation, volunteer to serve on the
Board, help with the meals, or offer your
gently used furniture, linens, lamps, and
other household items. We also need
gift cards to places like Ollies, Wal Mart and Dollar
General. Thank you Sacred Heart friends for being
Saintly.
Email:stvincentdepaullewistown@gmail.com.

Hersheypark Discount Ticket Offer! Discount
tickets to Hersheypark are available to the friends
and families of the parish at significant savings.
Gate admission for Regular admission is $67.80; our
price is $34.85 (ALL ages 3+). *ADD-ON discount
Hersheypark Meal Tickets at a savings of up to 30%
off retail prices - $11.99 each and ADD-ON Snack
Vouchers - $3.25 each. Orders must be received at
the parish by Monday, April 30, 2018. Parishes will
receive tickets by Friday, May 25. Order forms are
available in the Narthex and Parish office.

Lewistown Ministerium Lenten Luncheons
Please join us each week as we gather for devotions,
worship and lunch at one of the Lewistown churches.
Each lunch begins at noon and finishes well before
1. They include a meal prepared by members of the
host church and devotions and worship led by the
pastor of the host church. This is a meaningful
opportunity to worship with believers from other
churches and a good addition to your Lenten
disciplines. The host churches are:
 4/14 – Grace United Methodist
 4/21 – Sacred Heart of Jesus

COURTESY ANNOUNCEMENTS
St. Jude Lenten Fish Dinners
St. Jude Knights’ Friday evening Lenten fish dinners
will begin on Feb. 9, 2018 and ends March 23, 2018.
Please join us from 4-7 PM in the
church social hall for a delicious, allyou-can-eat meal that includes fried
and baked fish, popcorn shrimp, fried
clams, french fries, macaroni and cheese, stewed

tomatoes, corn, green beans, coleslaw, applesauce,
rolls, puddings, and a seleciton of homemade
desserts. Pay at the door. Adults - $12, ages 6-12
- $6, under 6 – free. Please come often and enjoy
a great meal.

Save the Date – November 3, 2018
As part of the events celebrating the 150th
anniversary of the diocese of Harrisburg,
Bishop Gainer will lead a diocesan
pilgrimage to the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculte Conception in
Washington, DC, on Saturday, November 3, 2018.
This will be the first time Bishop Gainer will lead our
diocese to Washington since he was installed in
2014. The schedule includes Mass and plenty of
time for confessions, private prayer, touring the
Shrine, and visiting the spacious book & gift shops or
having a bite to eat in the cafeteria.
Sacred Heart has reserved a bus
for this special day.
More
information will be forthcoming in the
bulletin. For more information about upcoming
events for the 150th Anniversary of the Diocese of
Harrisburg go to www.hbgdiocese.org/150.

SCHOOL NEWS

Reminder: If you ordered Pellman’s Cheesecakes
from any Sacred Heart student they will be in on
March 13th.
Upcoming Event
Sacred Heart School will hold a Spring Academic
Fair and Open House on Thursday, March 15
from 5:30 to 7:00 PM. Enrolling now for the 20172018 school year.

Auction Time- Mark your Calendars
for the Spaghetti Dinner Preview Night!
This year’s auction will be held on Sunday,
April 29th, at the Mifflin County Youth Park,
from 11 AM – 4 PM. Come and preview the
auction items and have a great meal at the
Spaghetti Dinner Preview Night, held at the Youth
Park on Saturday, April 28th, from 5 – 7:30 PM.
Tickets will be $5 per adult; $3 per child. More
details on ticket sales will be announced soon. If you
would like to be involved with this year’s 20th Annual
Benefit Auction, please contact Ashley Henry at the
Parish
Office
or
by
emailing
at
development@sacredheartshcool.com.

