September 24, 2017 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
\

Stewardship is a Way of Life.
Tithing is God’s Plan for Giving:
Tithing Income for the week of September 17, 2017:
Regular:
$5,973.25
Loose:
$ 679.50
Children’s offering:
$
0
ONLINE GIVING:
$1,662.50
Tithing income TOTAL for
September 17, 2017:
$8,315.25
Tithing Income September 18, 2016 $6,917.10
Diocese Disaster Relief Fund/
Hurricane Relief (Special Collection) $ 945.00

Mass Attendance:
For the weekend of September 17, 2017For the weekend of September 18,2016-

362
331

Tithe for the week of September 17, 2017:
St. Vincent DePaul Society
$831
Tithe for the week of September 24, 2017:
PA Wounded Warriors
Tithe for the week of October 1, 2017:
Salvation Army – Santa’s Book Bag
Hurricane Irma Relief Collection to be Held
Prayers & Donations Requested
A special collection will be held in all parishes of
the Diocese of Harrisburg on September 23 & 24 for
Hurricane Irma relief efforts. This is a part of the U.S.
Catholic Bishops emergency collection to assist the
millions of persons affected by this devastating weather
event through the humanitarian and recovery efforts of
Catholic Charities USA and pastoral and rebuilding
support to impacted dioceses.
Please pray for the families that have lost loved
ones and all who have lost homes and businesses along
with their sense of peace and normalcy. Your prayerful
and financial support is urgently needed. Please give
generously. Donations should be marked for Hurricane
Irma Relief.
Parishes will be accepting donations for the next
2 weekends. For those who miss the collection or want to
give additional funds contributions can also be made online at www.HbgDiocese.org/donate via the natural
Disasters option.
Bishop Ronald W. Gainer of the Diocese of
Harrisburg shares Pope Francis’s trust that the Catholic
faithful here in the United States will respond to the needs
presented by these disasters with a ‘vast outpouring of
solidarity and mutual aid in the best traditions of the nation.
The Bishop added, “I encourage the good and faithful
people of our diocese to respond generously with prayers
and financial support. It is so urgently needed.”

FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 24, 2017
“Seek the Lord while He may be found, call Him while He is
near. Let the scoundrel forsake his way and the wicked his
thoughts, let him turn to the Lord for mercy, to our God who
is generous in forgiving. For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.”
The scripture readings at mass these past few weeks have put
great emphasis on forgiveness. We are invited to reflect on our
ability to forgive others and ourselves. We are reminded to seek
forgiveness from God and from others.
Sometimes we tend to pass quickly over one or another of these
three. How important that I seek the forgiveness of God. Our act
of contrition or acts of penance direct us to God’s mercy. Our
willingness, not to bear a grudge or get even, but to understand
someone else and say ‘that’s o.k.’ is life giving. I admit my own
shortcomings and realize that I am not always right and need to
say ‘I’m sorry’. Finally, I must learn to forgive myself and not dwell
on my wrongs, but get up and move on as a forgiven and
forgiving person.
Yes, forgiveness is the power I have in my hand and heart.
First Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9
Isaiah expresses an urgent plea that all should seek the Lord
and turn to him for mercy.
Second Reading: Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a
In a strongly personal message from Paul while in prison, he
says that he wishes “to be freed from this life and to be with
Christ,” but he realizes that he still has much important work to
do.
Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16a
Jesus tells the parable of the owner of an estate who hires
workmen for his vineyard. When, at the end of the day, he pays
a full day’s wage to those who worked only one hour, those
who worked all day complained bitterly. But the owner says, “I
am free to do as I please, am I not?” Jesus reminds us through
this parable that “the last shall be first and the first shall be last.”

Calendar of Events
Saturday 9/23/17
Confessions/3:30PM/Church
Mass/4:00PM/Church
Sunday 9/24/17
Mass/7:30AM/Church
CCD/9:00AM/School
Mass/11:00AM/Church
Monday 9/25/17
Mass/7:00AM/Church
Parish Council Mtg/7:00PM/Church Office

Tuesday 9/26/17
Mass/7:00AM/Church
Adult Bible Study/7:00PM/Church Office
Wednesday 9/27/17
Confessions/6:30PM/Church
Mass/7:00PM/Church
Choir Practice/7:30PM/Church
Thursday 9/28/17
Mass/9:00AM/Church
Friday 9/29/17
Mass/7:00AM/Church
Saturday 9/30/17
Confessions/3:30PM/Church
Mass/4:00PM/Church
Sunday 10/1/17
Mass/7:30AM/Church
CCD/9:00AM/School
2019 Confirmation Parents Mtg/9:15AM/Church
Mass/11:00AM/Church

LITURGICAL NOTES:
And Weekly Readings
Saturday, September 23: St. Pius of Pietrelcina,
Priest (Memorial)

4:00 PM In Memory of Dick Weyer from Wife Rose
Weyer
Sunday, October 1: 26th Sunday in Ordinary
Time
Ezekiel 18:25-28; Psalm 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Philippians 2:1-11;
Matthew 21:28-32

7:30 AM People of the Parish
11:00 AM Intentions of the Kraft Family from Doris
Jordan
Van Transportation to Mass: The following is the
schedule:
Oct
Oct
Oct

1
8
15

- Mel Reed
- Russell Krug
- Dave Kaniecki

The Sanctuary Lamp
for the week of September 24th burns
in Loving Memory of
Frank Guerrini
From Marie Guerrini
Memorialize Sanctuary Candles: Cost is $20. Call
the office to make arrangements. The following
dates are available: Oct. 1, 8, 22 & 29

1 Timothy 6:13-16; Psalm 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Luke 8:4-15

4:00 PM Eleanor Angstadt from Carlos & Marta
Recalde
Sunday, September 24: 25th Sunday in Ordinary
Time
Isaiah 55:6-9; Psalm 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18; Philippians 1:20c24, 27a; Matthew 20:1-16a

7:30 AM People of the Parish
11:00 AM Richard Calkins from His Loving Family
Monday, September 25: Weekday
Ezra 1:1-6; Psalm 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6; Luke 8:16-18

7:00 AM Rosalie Sieber from Rose & Del Guerrini
Tuesday, September 26: Weekday

The Sanctuary Flowers
for the week of September 24th
are in Loving Memory of
Richard Calkins
From his Wife and Family
Memorialize Flowers:
If you would like to
memorialize flowers at the altar or ambo (pulpit)
please call the office to schedule. The following dates
are available: Oct. 1, 29 & Nov. 5, 12 & 19.

Ezra 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20; Psalm 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5; Luke
8:19-21

7:00 AM Nancy Wills from Timi Wills
Wednesday, September 27: St. Vincent de Paul,
Priest (Memorial)
Ezra 9:5-9; Tobit 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8; Luke 9:1-6

7:00 PM Albert Battista from Rose & Del Guerrini
Thursday, September 28: Weekday
Haggai 1:1-8; Psalm 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a & 9b; Luke 9:7-9

9:00 AM Richard Calkins from His Loving Family
Friday, September 29: Sts. Michael, Gabriel and
Raphael, Archangels (Feast)
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; Psalm 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5; John
1:47-51

7:00 AM Intentions of Caroline Clark from Tom
Soccio
Saturday, September 30: St. Jerome, Priest and
Doctor of the Church (Memorial)
Zechariah 2:5-9, 14-15a; Jeremiah 31:10, 11-12ab, 13; Luke
9:43b-45

Ministry Schedule: Sept. 30 - Oct. 1
Sat. 4:00 PM
Lector: Judy Sieber
Cantor: Melissa Motola
Greeter: Diane Bray, Connie Mitchell
EMHC: John Maroney, Christina Stryker, Nora Torquato
Altar Server: Tristen Kline, Emily Meyer, Bryson Bubb
Sun. 7:30 AM
Lector: Timi Wills
Cantor: Not Filled
Greeter: Donath Korbich, Ann Stoicheff
EMHC: John Kriauckas, Gary & Nancy Sanges
Altar Server: David & Reina Cirota
Sun. 11:00 AM
Lector: Susan Miriello
Cantor: Michael Murray
Greeter: Judy DeVecchis, Denny Peiffer
EMHC: Sandy Dedmon, Greg DeVecchis, Martin Smith
Altar Server: Landon Mazur, Isaiah Mitchell, Matthew
Murray

Thank You From Fr. Jayaseelan
A big thank you to…Ann Marie Showers for the
generous donation of her car to the parish. I had
been using the car for the last six months. To Gary
& Nancy Sanges for their generous donation of their
car to me. I have been using the car since Sept. 18th.
To Cherie Zimmerman for her generous donation of
her treadmill. I have been using it
since last month.
To John
Czerniakowski for his donation of
the tickets for the Penn State
football game on Sept. 16th. It was
a great experience!

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
C.C.D. News
A meeting for parents
with a student in the 7th &
8th grade will be held Oct.
1, at 9:15 AM inside the
church. At least 1 parent
should attend this meeting. Any questions should
be directed to Connie Quinn at 717-667-6507.
Thanks to All!
The Musser family would like to thank EVERYONE
who helped take care of our mother Santa at the
Saturday 4:00 PM Mass on September 9th. Thank
you so much.

The Board of Directors of the St. Vincent
DePaul Society would like to
thank our fellow parish members for
their support of our charity. We wish
you could see the smiles on the
faces of children and parents as
they get help with food or food cards
or gas vouchers. They delight in the fact that their
bellies will be full today. This is a sad fact but there
are so many who have so little. Your donation allows
us to continue our service to our parish members and
those in the community. We share with you the
kindness challenge: a great way to show mercy is
to not only pray for loved ones but also for strangers;
people standing in line in front of you, people in cars
waiting at a red light, someone you see out walking,
the people of the recent disasters
and the people we serve who are
not as fortunate as you are. Pray
for all those in need. If you can
help meet some of the needs
above, please give a monetary
donation to St. Vincent DePaul or donate your time

to help with our free meals, or donate items such as
shampoo, conditioner, bar soap, toilet paper, paper
towels, Tylenol, canned goods, etc. Thank you in
advance for meeting the kindness challenge. Our
email is stvincentdepaullewistown@gmail.com.

Come Join Us
Choir practice begins this Wed.,
Sept. 27th from 7:30-8:45 PM.
New members welcome. For more
information contact choir director
Cathy Stout at 814-360-4268 or
cstout43@comcast.net.
Caring Volunteers Needed: Adult volunteers who
are willing to be present with a disabled father during
visitation with two young sons on Sunday afternoons;
would like several people to form a team so
commitment could be once a month. Call 717-6676551 or the parish office for more information.
COURTESY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mass of Consecration to Our Lady of Fatima
This Mass will be concelebrated by the Bishops of
Pennsylvania on Wed., Sept. 27 at 12 Noon in St.
Patrick Cathedral, 212 State St., Harrisburg. On this
day, the Bishops of Pennsylvania will gather to
celebrate the Holy Eucharist, during which Most
Reverend Charles J. Chaput, OFM Cap.,
Metropolitan Archbishop of Philadelphia, will
consecrate the province to Our Lady of Fatima in this
100th anniversary year of her apparitions. All are
invited to attend this mass, which is an opportunity of
grace for the Church in Pennsylvania.
March for Life 2018 –
Youth Rally Tickets
Please sign up now for the
March for Life bus and
Mass at the Verizon
Center,
Washington,
D.C.,
for
Monday,
January 22, 2018. To reserve our places at the
Verizon Center Mass and Ralley we need
commitments now! Please sign up in the vestibule
on the sign-up sheet.

JJ Powell 2017-2018 Church Program
JJ Powell Inc., is again offering the church
program. JJ Powell will
donate .03 cents per
gallon to a designated
church when a participating
customer chooses between one of two options:

A. Pre-Buy Option or B. Easy Pay (Monthly
Budget Program). If you are a JJ Powell
customer or looking to change your fuel oil
provider, consider signing up for one of these
options and designating Sacred Heart Church.
Marriage Enrichment Programs
Are you a couple with a good marriage but are
seeking an even stronger, closer relationship?
Have you experienced the loss of a spouse due
to death, divorce or separation? The Diocese
has
several
upcoming
programs that may benefit
you. Worldwide Marriage
Encounter (WME), Sept.
29-Oct.1, 2017 at the
Hampton
Inn,
Mechanicsburg, PA is the
largest pro-marriage organization in the world. It
offers married couples an opportunity to learn a
technique of loving communication that they can
use for the rest of their lives and also a chance
to look deeply into their relationship with each
other and with God. Beginning Experience,
Nov 10-12, 2017 at Camp Hebron, Halifax, PA,
provides a safe place to work through the loss of
one’s spouce because of death, divorce, or
separation.
Trained persons facilitate the
weekend. For more information on any of the
programs please see the Family Life website at
www.hbgdiocese.org.
Diocesan

Women’s

Conference

2017

Women of the Diocese of Harrisburg
may register online now, at
www.hbgdioce.org/women, for the
3rd Annual Diocesan Women’s
Conference, Saturday, October
14, 2017, at Bishop McDevitt High
School. Registration brochures for
paper registration are also available
in the church vestibule. Theme:
“Lead all Souls to Heaven”: Mary’s Message to Us
from Fatima. Keynote Speaker: Award winning
Catholic author and noted speaker, Susan
Brinkmann. The title of her keynote address is The
Message of Fatima for Today’s Woman. This
conference includes 36 workshops from a blueribbon list of speakers, Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament with the Rosary and Benediction,
opportunity for Confession available, beautiful music,
good food, many exhibitors, Mass with Bishop
Gainer as Principal Celebrant and Homilist,
fellowship with hundreds of women and more. Last

year we had more than 800 women attend this
conference. We expect another large crowd this
year. We would love to see you there!

SCHOOL NEWS

Sacred Heart School and Church welcomes
Dave Haubrick, Maintenance Supervisor. Dave
has over 18 years’ experience working in the
maintenance department at the Mifflin County
School District. He resides in Lewistown with his
wife. Please welcome Dave as he transitions to
his new job here at Sacred Heart.
Treasure Tree Project
Again this week, we are asking our
parishioners to participate in the Treasure Tree
Project. This project benefits the SHS Angel
Fund, which provides scholarships and financial
assistance to children who attend Sacred Heart
School. Once again, the need for financial
assistance has already surpassed the funds
available in the Angel Fund. Here’s how the
Treasure Tree will work:
Yellow Apples in various
amounts
from
$25-$500
represent a one-time donation
to the Angel Fund to be made
any time in the next 10 months.
Donors can place their name
on the sheet to pledge their
donation, or simply send their donation to the
parish or school office when able. Red Apples in
various amounts from $30-$332 represent actual
amounts the Angel Fund has pledged to make
monthly to families to supplement their tuition
payments. Donors who choose these apples are
pledging to make monthly contributions over the
next 10 months to “sponsor” these families at SHS.
Donors can place their name on the sheet to
pledge their donation, unless they wish to remain
anonymous. They can contact Ashley Henry at the
parish office to have their donation remain
confidential. Donations to the SHS Angel Fund are
accepted at any time during the year; however, if
you are able, we encourage you to participate at
this time. Consider using your 5% tithe to other
charitable organizations to participate, if possible.
Thanks for your support of SHS! Our goal this year
is $50,000!!

