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MOTHER TERESA TO BE CANONIZED, ATTRACTING
PILGRIMAGES OF THE FAITHFUL By LaVerne Maginnis
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, known familiarly as
Mother Teresa, will be canonized by Pope Francis on
September 4 of this year. The Mass of Canonization
will be attended by many of
the faithful from around the
world, including a tour group
sponsored by the Catholic
Charities of the Diocese of
Harrisburg.
The “Shrines of Italy”
tour, slated for August 27–
September 6, will be led by
Bishop Ronald Gainer. T h e
tour group will be visiting the
Catacombs and four major
basilicas in Rome, the Eucharistic Miracles in Orvieto and
Lanciano, the Grotto of St.
Michael the Archangel in Monte Sant’Angelo, the
Abbey of Montecassino in Cassino, and sites associated with St. Francis of Assisi and Padre Pio.
For more information about the “Shrines of
Italy” tour, contact Mark Totaro at 717-657-4804;
mtotaro@cchbg.org.

Mother Teresa: A Brief Biography
Mother Teresa was born Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu, was born on August 26, 1910, in Macedonia, of
Albanian heritage. Her father died when she was only
eight years old, leaving her mother, a very religious
woman, to support the family.
A devout Catholic throughout her childhood
and adolescence, Agnes left her home at age 18 for
the Loreto Convent in Dublin, Ireland, where she was
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admitted as a postulant and received the name of
Teresa, after her patroness, St. Therese of
Lisieux. From there she was sent to the Loreto novitiate in Darjeeling, India,
where nine years later she
made her final profession as
a nun and became known as
Mother Teresa.
Mother Teresa tended
to the poor and afflicted and
taught at a Catholic School
in Calcutta in the 1930s and
1940s, and in 1950 she
founded the Missionaries of
Charity family of Sisters,
Brothers, Fathers, and coworkers. The mission of her
new foundation was “to
quench the infinite thirst of Jesus on the cross for
love and souls” by “laboring at the salvation and
sanctification of the poorest of the poor.” Today,
the Missionaries of Charity have 600 foundations in
123 countries around the world.
Mother Teresa was awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1979, “in recognition of her work in bringing help to suffering humanity.” Six years later she
spoke at the 40th anniversary of the United Nations
General Assembly and also opened “Gift of Love” in
New York, her first house for AIDS patients.
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PARISH ROYALTY,
LOYALTY, FEALTY
By Father William Weary
The Beach Boys sang a song
back in the 1960s entitled “Be
True to Your School.” I want to
sing a song, “Be True to Your Parish.” By royalty, in
the title of this column, I mean those kings and
queens who do the heavy lifting in the parish, who
are really involved. They are the workers who serve
on the parish boards, committees, and carry out
much volunteer effort. They are royalty in the mind
and heart of the pastor. Every parishioner should be
part of this royalty.
Loyalty speaks for itself. Fealty is a word referring to the medieval feudal system of a servant giving obedience to his liege lord and to the kingdom.
Here I use it to speak of a sense of ownership. That
servant wanted to give his all for the good of the order, for the manor house, its lands, and its lord. He
felt a part of the whole. That should be us for the
parish. We are servants; the parish is the kingdom,
part of the Kingdom of God.
Look at it this way: the parish is where you encounter the tools for your salvation—the Mass, Holy
Communion, Confession, and the other sacraments,
the proclaimed Word of God (the Bible), preaching of
the Word, catechesis (teaching of the faith), and fellowship with other Christians. Salvation is not a solo
effort. It’s all for one and one for all. We do it together. The point here is to be a part of the mix.
The parish is where our children, led by their
parents at home, learn the faith and are inculcated
with values that make them good Christians and
good citizens. This happens both in CCD (Sunday
school) and in the parish school, plus teenage youth
activities.
The parish is where the poor are fed, one Saturday a month (except summer months), at the St.
Vincent de Paul Society meal in the school cafeteria.
That organization also holds hours at the parish
office, receiving disadvantaged from town (any faith
accepted), who need financial help with rent, utilities, or groceries. Sacred Heart also “tithes the
tithe,” sending out 10 percent of its ordinary income
to other charities.
The parish is there for you when you or a loved
one is sick or when a family member dies. As a
priest, I pray at the deathbed and bury many a
lapsed Catholic who has not been to church for decades. And that’s ok. It’s part of what I do. I’m a
priest. You call and I’m there for you. What if a
priest was not here to answer the call? Should we
just expect one to be there? With today’s vocation
shortages, not necessarily.
I sometimes cynically say that people who don’t
believe in organized religion temporarily change
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their minds if their daughter wants to get married
or a loved one dies. Then they want available for
them a church, clergy, lights and heat on, four
walls and a ceiling overhead. That’s organized religion and, yes, it takes money (with prayer coming
first).
Although technically not a parish organization, our Knights of Columbus run the downtown
Sacred Heart Thrift Shop, selling clothes and other
items at bargain-basement rates. The Knights do
many more things, out of the goodness of their
hearts, for church and society.
The parish needs involved parishioners to
make all this available. It doesn’t just happen.
“Time and Talent” talks are coming up this Fall,
when we solicit volunteers for our various programs, committees, and projects. Listen closely
and sign up for something. How about being a
greeter at the door? Could you help out with CCD,
starting out as a classroom aide, maybe becoming
a teacher some day? We need help cutting the
grass and trimming at the cemetery. Volunteer
cleaners to supplement janitorial staff would be
wonderful (like somebody to cut the rectory lawn?).
Call the parish office about any of these. If you are
called to be on a board or committee, just say yes.
Be royalty, show loyalty, exemplifying fealty.
Imitate our Lord who said” I am among you as one
who serves” (Luke 22:27). I end by paraphrasing a
famous John F. Kennedy quote, “Ask not what
your parish can do for you. Ask what you can do
for your parish.”

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN IS MAKING
GOOD PROGRESS
Thank you so much to the many parishioners who have already made a gift toward our Capital Campaign goal of
$30,000 for replacement of the church
steps and two school windows. We have
reached $12,190 so far.
A few questions concerning the envelopes have surfaced, so hopefully this
will clear up any confusion: Parishioners will receive one Capital Campaign envelope EACH
MONTH for your convenience. You may donate
once, once monthly, or as many times as you feel
called to do. If you would like to make a weekly or
bi-weekly gift, you can do so by placing your donation in a separate envelope marked “Capital Campaign” and placing it in the basket along with your
regular envelope. There will also be a giving option
for you on our Online Giving page.
We will continue to include an envelope each
month through August. If we have not yet met our
goal by then, the envelopes will be extended as
needed. Thank you for your generosity!
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FOCUS ON …
STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY
By Dave Kaniecki,
Parish Stewardship Co-Coordinator
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish is a stewardship parish
that tithes. As Parish Stewardship Co-Coordinator, I
would like to thank everyone for their personal
commitment to making our Parish Stewardship
Ministry a success.
Our ministry is broken down into Tithing and
Time & Talent, and we promote each of these every
year. Our Tithing Reaffirmation is planned for the
weekend Masses of October 29–30, 2016.
Time & Talent gives every parishioner an
opportunity to give back to God (by volunteering their
time and talent) what He has provided to them and
their families. Participating in our various Parish
ministries that have been developed by Father Bill
and our ministry leadership accomplishes this
objective.
We are in need of parishioners to step up and
become ministry leaders. 10+ years of Time & Talent
parish experience tells us that without leadership, the
specific ministries struggle to succeed.
Many of our ministries are flourishing, thanks
to excellent leadership and actively involved
parishioners. I would ask each of you to consider
volunteering your time, talent, and leadership
abilities and become ACTIVE in one of our Parish
Ministries. They include the following:
Adult Altar Servers Adult Bible Study Group,
Adult Choir, Archives Committee, Benefit
Auction Committee (school), Building &
Grounds Committee, Cafeteria & Kitchen
Helpers (school), Cantors, Catechist Tutors,
CCD,
Cemetery
Maintenance,
Citizens
Concerned for Human Life, Cleaning &
Painting Team, Coffee & Donuts, Collection
Counters, Development Committee (school),
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion,
Finance Council, Funeral Choir, Funeral

SAVE THE DATE !
COMMUNITY
Vacation Bible School
June 26–30
5:30–8:30 p.m.
Hot dogs served every night
until 6:00. Adult bible study for the same week.
For more information, call the Parish Office at
717-242-2781
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Lunch Hospitality Group, Greeters (Mass),
Junior Youth Group, K–5 Children’s Group,
Knights of Columbus, Knights of the Holy
Temple, Landscaping & Grounds Committee
(school),
Lectors, Library Aides, Marriage
Mentor Couples, Middle States Accreditation
Committee (school), Natural Family Planning,
Parish Newsletters Assistants, Playground
Monitors (school), Prayer Chain, Publicity
Committee, RCIA Team, Red Hat Society,
Sacred Heart School Board of Education,
Sacred Heart Thrift Shop, Sacristans, St.
Vincent de Paul Society, Stewardship Ministers,
Ushers,
Vacation
Bible
School,
Van
Transportation, Youth Group, and Youth
Ministries.

Your talent is God’s gift to you.
What you do with it
is your gift back to God.

—Leo Buscaglia
As we approach our October 29–30 Tithing
Reaffirmation weekend, I will be discussing our
specific leadership needs through the Parish
bulletin.
I would ask those of you who are continuing
active participation and those of you who are
uncertain about serving the Lord through Time &
Talent to speak to God by reciting the following
Prayer of Discernment, by Fonce K. Forbes.
Dear Loving Lord,
Please be at my side when I am making
decisions.
Teach me to open my mind and to see with my
heart.
Help me, dear lord, to discern the path—even if
it seems strange—that will lead me to You.

SACRED HEART OF
JESUS PARISH
MISSION STATEMENT
We are the Catholic community in
Mifflin County, a reflection of God’s
love for the world. We support each
other by reaching out to those in need, fostering the
beliefs and Tradition of the Universal Church, and
educating our youth in knowledge and faith. We live
our faith through Word and Sacrament, prayer and
action, commitment of time and talent, tithing, and
using our resources to honor Christ and respect all
human life. By doing so, we strive to bring all
people into Jesus’ Sacred Heart, uniting us by living
the life He exemplified.
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UPCOMING
LITURGICAL
EVENTS

First Friday observed. All-Day
Eucharistic Adoration,
beginning with 7:00 a.m. Mass
and ending with 7:00-8:00
p.m. Holy Hour

2:00 p.m.
50th Wedding
Anniversary
Mass
Good Shepherd
Church, Camp Hill, PA

Monday 7:00 a.m.
Tuesday 7:00 a.m.
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Friday 7:00 a.m.
Saturday 4:00 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Thursday–Sunday,
August 11–14

Celebrant, Bishop Ronald Gainer

Men’s Cursillo, St. Pius X
Church, Selinsgrove, with
Bishop Gainer

Following Mass there will be a
reception for couples and their
families. Sacred Heart couples
include the following:

Friday, July 1

Mr. & Mrs. John & Wanda Givler
Mr. & Mrs. Steven & Donath
Korbich

First Friday observed. All-Day
Eucharistic Adoration,
beginning with 7:00 a.m. Mass
and ending with 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Holy Hour
6:00 p.m. Healing Mass, St.
Jude, Mifflintown

Friday, August 5

Sunday, July 10

Daily Mass Schedule:

Thursday, July 7
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Mr. & Mrs. Melvin & Kay Parker
Mr. & Mrs. Dave & Linda Treaster
Each Jubilee couple will be presented
with a commemorative certificate.

SAVE THE DATE !
QUO VADIS DAYS
June 19–June 23, 2016
For young men ages 15-25
who want to learn more about
the priesthood.

Staffed by the priests and seminarians of the
Diocese of Harrisburg. Recreation, fellowship,
prayer, and discussions to help you explore God’s
call in your life.

FIAT DAYS

Saturday–Sunday,
August 14–15

Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, not a Holy Day
of Obligation
Thursday–Sunday,
August 18–21
Women’s Cursillo, St. Pius X
Church, Selinsgrove, with
Father Bill

SAVE THE DATE !
Summer 2016
Cursillo Weekends
Men’s : August 11–14
with Bishop Gainer
Women’s : August 18–21
with Father Bill
Both weekends at St. Pius X Church in
Selinsgrove.

July 5–8, 2016

For more information, contact Father Bill at
the Parish Office, 717-242-2781.

For young women ages 15–25
who want to learn more about
consecrated life.

THE PARISH REGISTER

Staffed by religious sisters. A time of recreation,
fellowship, prayer, and discussions to help you deepen
your faith and better discern God’s call in your life.

Location: Mount St . Mary’s Church in Seminary,
Emmitsburg, Maryland
$50 Registration Fee. All other expenses funded by
the Diocese of Harrisburg. To register, call the
Diocese of Harrisburg Office of Vocations: 717-6574804, ext. 282.

NEW MEMBERS
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan & Blair
Prough and Family
DEATH
April

George C. Vasiloff
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PARISH EVENTS & ORGANIZATIONS HIGHLIGHTS
Day/Date

Event

Sunday, June 19
Saturday, June 25–26
Sunday, June 26–30
Monday, July 4

Father’s Day
Mission Co-Op Weekend
Community Vacation Bible School
Independence Day

Monday, July 18–
Thursday, July 21
Thursday–Sunday,
August 11–14
Thursday–Sunday,
August 18–21

St. Jude Vacation Bible Camp

St. Jude, Mifflintown

Men’s Cursillo

St. Pius X Church, Selinsgrove

Women’s Cursillo

St. Pius X Church, Selinsgrove

Adult Bible Study
By Nora Torquato
Adult Bible Study at
Sacred Heart is devoted to the study of
sacred
Scripture
and the mysteries of the Bible.
It meets during Fall and Spring
sessions each year and is led
by parishioner Dr. Phillip
Quinn, who provides rich historical context and practical
insights relevant to our spiritual lives.
Recent class sizes
have averaged about 15, including parishioners as well as
several Protestants, which led
to interesting and enlightening
ecumenical discussions.
When Dr. Quinn had to
bow out for the last two sessions to recuperate from knee
surgery, he asked me to lead
the weekly group meetings in a
study of “Women in the Bible.”
Sue Parzanese joined the
teaching team in the Spring,
leading the group in a study of
Mary Magdalene, a disciple of
Jesus who has gone down in
church history as the first witness to the Resurrection. Discussions centered on her identity in the list of “Mary characters” in the Bible.
Relative scripture readings
from all the Gospels were discussed in light of the background of the Gospel writers.
The class discussed how

Time

Location

All Masses
——
5:30–8:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. Mass

church historians viewed her
life before and after the Resurrection, as well as the spiritual
characteristics of Mary Magdalene’s final years.

The final theme of the
Fall and Spring sessions was
“Women in the New Testament,” which concluded with
a partial study of Mary, the
Mother of Jesus. The focus
was on the last four stages of
her life, from the presentation
and finding of Jesus in the
temple to Mary’s relationship
to Jesus in His adult life.
Each week a study guide
was given to participants to
complete at home. This particular program had a 30minute DVD viewing, and the
assigned question-and-answer
study guide was discussed.

Sacred Heart Church
Sacred Heart Church
Lewistown Presbyterian Church
Sacred Heart Church

Come join us for spiritual renewal and fellowship! To sign up, call
the Parish Office at 717-2422781.
Knights of Columbus
By Ashley Henry
The Knights of Columbus
sponsored
their annual essay
contest for SHS 4th and 5th
graders. In this year’s contest,
students wrote about their responsibility as a Catholic in our
permissive society.
This year’s winners were
Addie Wilburne, Grade 4, and
William Hazard, Grade 5. Each
student received a framed certificate and a $100 check, presented by Knights Faithful Navigator
Larry Sutusky.

The next Adult Bible
Study session will be on
Tuesd ays,
6:0 0–8: 00
p.m.,
September
6–
November 29, in the Parish Office. Our study will
be “The Doors of Mercy:
Exploring God’s Covenant
with You.” We will explore
God’s mercy as witnessed
in the lives of Old Testament figures and the
prophets. It is a 10-week
program intended to correlate with Pope Francis’ Addie Wilburne, Grade 4, and William
Year of Mercy.
Hazard, Grade 5, with Knight Larry Sutusky.
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SCHOOL BENEFIT AUCTION ENJOYS ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR
By Ashley Henry
Sacred Heart
some time in the
Parish and School
dunk tank. Thanks
joined forces again
to all our parishionthis spring to host
ers who keep the
our 18th annual
auction in mind
Benefit Auction in
each year to share
Reedsville, PA We
their talents and
raised
nearly
treasures with us.
$29,000 on the day
Many thanks
of the auction and
to Auction Commitover $13,000 in
tee
chairperson
our All-Cash RafNancy Sanges and
fle, with expenses
to committee memtotaling
about
bers Ashley Henry,
$6,000, for a net
Jim Tipping, Heidi
profit of $36,000 SHS students proudly display their class projects, which were sold
and Keith Altiery,
for
the
school! to the highest bidders at this year’s auction.
Jorge and Tatiana
(Expenses includFlores, Patty and
ed advertising, rentals, kid’s activities, etc.)
Larry Dorsey, David Newlen, Marcie Rhoades, Lori
This year the Auction Committee invited busiMcMonigal, Elena McDorman, Mary Ann Kline, and
nesses and individuals to become official sponsors
all others who helped the days before and the day
through three levels of giving: Gold, $1,000; Silver,
of the auction.
$500; and Bronze, $250. Our 2016 Benefit Auction
Special thanks to Jim and Steve Dalton, Morgan
Sponsors were:
Stanley/Smith Barney Representatives for donating
Gold—Fike Brothers Carpet One; Frank
the cash raffle tickets again this year; to Lacie and
Guerrini Vending
Tim Wert, who provided the ponies for the Pony
Rides; and to former SHS principal Mr. Fitzgerald for
Silver—Bobby Rahal Toyota of Lewistown
donning a wetsuit to withstand the cold water of the
Bronze—Barr Funeral Home; Burnham OIP;
dunk tank again and again for hours!
Central Insurers Group (HCK); Juniata Valley
Bank, Mifflintown; Juniata Valley Winery &
Wilson House B&B

Other sponsors included
Boulevard Station Car Wash;
Cross Country Coach, LLC;
Lewistown Paper Co.; Helen
Salvatore; Taptich Engineering;
and The Little Store.
We also received donations from
parishioners, including handmade quilts by Helen Zampelli
(donated by Rick & Mary Jo
Berich) and Wendy Vogt; Club
Seats to two Harrisburg Senators Games; an RCA Victor
Model 110K (anonymous donor), and a video game from
Guerrini Vending.

Thanks also to the teachers for the beautiful
class projects, an auction favorite, and to Sacred
Heart maintenance supervisor
Tom Storm, school cook Mrs.
Miriello,
SHS
Technology
Teacher Mrs. Meyer, and Spanish Teacher Mrs. Souders for
providing certificates for special
days for our students!
We are grateful for the
support of our school parents,
we offered front row seats for
our annual Christmas Musical,
Treats for the classroom, and
class baskets. Lastly, we can’t
forget to thank Kirk Stevens of
Stevens Auctioneering for his
services, which he offers to us
for free each year. He has donated his time and talent to us
for the last 16 years.

Along with the many items
donated by our parishioners,
we would like to thank Steve
SHS students take their turn at trying to
Dalton and the Knights of Co- dunk Father Bill.
The Auction Committee is
lumbus for donating hundreds
already making plans for next
of flowers, vegetable plants, and shrubbery to this
year’s event. Please contact Sacred Heart Developyear’s auction. Of course, Father Bill once again
ment Director Ashley Henry if you can help. We’d
sported a wetsuit and was auctioned off to spend
love to welcome you on board!
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SACRED HEART SCHOOL TO BE RE-ACCREDITED BY MIDDLE STATES
By LaVerne Maginnis
This Spring we received a recommendation of reaccreditation by the Middle States Association. The
re-accreditation will become official this October and
will need to be renewed in the year 2023.
The Middle States Visiting Team came to the
school in April for four days, observing classes and
interviewing more than 40 parents, students, staff,
and volunteers. They were especially impressed with
the students’ positive attitudes and with the school’s
thorough preparation for their visit. They actually
mentioned that Sacred Heart was the most prepared
and organized school they had ever visited and even
asked if they could refer other schools to us to share
how we prepared.
Our school followed the Middle States’
“Excellence by Design” improvement model, which is
based on lengthy parent and teacher surveys. The
Middle States visit generated helpful recommendations for continual improvement, some of which are
already being implemented. The school’s chosen
main areas of improvement are enrollment numbers,
marketing and internal communications, and
achievement in math and reading. While students
are currently well above the national average in their
learning targets in both math and reading, the
school is committed to continual improvement of
student learning in both of these vital areas.
The Sacred Heart Middle States Steering Committee was co-chaired by parishioners Steve Dedmon,
4th Degree Knight and co-chair of the previous accreditation self-study, and Barb Vasiloff, long-time
teacher/educator and member of the Sacred Heart
School Board. Their efforts consistently focused on

helping and guiding the committee through the entire challenging process, which began last fall.
Other committee members included Dave
Webb and Helen Egolf, SHS teachers who served as
internal coordinators; Cathy Borger, retired Mifflin
County School District special education teacher
and former SHS Board member; Principal Joseph
Maginnis; and writer/Sacred Heart volunteer
LaVerne Maginnis.
Sacred
Heart
School was originally
accredited in 2009, following a two-year period of self-study that
resulted in a comprehensive report and evaluation of all aspects of
school
operations—
from our mission as a
Catholic institution to
Governance and Leadership to Facilities and
Finances, to Curriculum and Student Services, and more. The
effort was led by parishioner Nora Torquato, who
served as a co-chair of the Steering Committee. The
Re-Accreditation Committee officially acknowledged
Mrs. Torquato’s foundational contributions during a
dinner hosting the Middle States Visiting Team this
April. We are grateful for her hard work and the
work of all others involved. We truly appreciate
their efforts!

CONGRATULATIONS SHS 5TH GRADE
GRADUATES !

STUDENTS MAKE FIRST HOLY
COMMUNION

Fr. Tukura and Grade 5 teacher Mr. David Webb with
Sacred Heart graduates: First row—Mia Rhoades,
William Hazard, Frances Fitzgerald, Tenee Miller,
Shreya Patel, Mikayla Speece.
Back row—Tristen
Kline, Desiree Broadwater, Mark Ho, Emma Sheetz,
Emily Meyer.

Fr. Weary with First Holy Communion recipients: First
row—Hannah Cramer, Addison M. Fultz, Addyson
Druckenmiller, Elena Marie Colón. Second row—Leslie
Vazquez, Caroline M. Palopoli, Joseph S. Gagliardo,
Samuel Miriello. Back row—Kyson K. Russler, Maxwell
Isaac Tracey, Aiden Michael Newlen.
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HATS OFF, SACRED HEART PARISH
GRADUATING SENIORS !

“God, our Father, walks at our side. He frees us
from anonymity, from a life of emptiness and
selfishness, and brings us to the school of
encounter. He removes us from the fray of
competition and self-absorption, and He opens
before us the path of peace—that peace which is
born of accepting others, that peace which fills
our hearts whenever we look upon those in need
as our brothers and sisters.”
—Pope Francis
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